
South Pekin Grade School  Dis tr ic t  #137  

     Greetings from South Pekin 

District #137!  It was an ex-

tremely busy summer prepar-

ing for the  2009-2010 school 

year.  We are very excited 

about new opportunities for 

our students here this year 

that include full-time music 

class, 8th grade Spanish, new 

technology, and  new Science 

and English textbooks in the 

Junior High.  The district also 

invested a lot of time and 

energy in overhauling and 

updating the library.  It has 

been repainted, re-floored, 

and completely reorganized.  

Stop in and check it out. 

     Our Athletic seasons are 

well underway now, and our 

gym sports are just beginning.  

At SPGS we appreciate it 

when the gym fills up with 

members from our commu-

nity.  Please consider coming 

to a Boysõ or Girlõs Basketball 

game and/or Volleyball game 

this year.  Come and show 

your school community pride 

and support the Tornadoes as 

they battle against the other 

schools.  

      

     South Pekin continues its 

grant supported Social Emo-

tional Learning program this 

year. As a staff, we continue to 

reinforce three principles that 

we felt were important for all 

students to learn: Be Safe, Be 

Responsible, and Be Respect-

ful.  

      
 

     In the K-4 classes, we have 

begun FLEX groups this year.  

These groups are for reading, 

and allow for greater differentia-

tion in the classroom.  Students  

work in these groups either 

individually or in small groups, 

and focus in on skills that are 

equal to their educational 

needs. It is a very exciting and 

fun new initiative in the district. 
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November Dates  

Å 9-13- School Spirit Week 

Å 11th- No School  

Å 20th- Progress Reports 

Å 23rd- Grandparents 

 Lunch (5thñ8th) 
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 Lunch (Kñ4th) 

Å 25th- 11:05 Dismissal      

 SIP Day 

Å 26, 27 No School -   

 Thanksgiving 
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 South Pekin Grade School is very excited 

to welcome  2 new teachers to our staff this year.  

Mrs. Stephanie Haney is the districtõs new full-

time music teacher.  Mrs. Haney comes to us with 

experience in teaching general music, vocal, and 

band from southwestern Illinois.  This year she will 

be teaching general music, guitar to our 7th grad-

ers, individual instrument lessons, and full band 

in our district.  The district was awarded a Certifi-

cate of Recognition for its 8th graders participat-

ing in this yearõs National Anthem project. 

     

 Ms. Debbie Lindsay is the districtõs new 

primary special education teacher for 2009-2010.  

Ms. Lindsay comes to us from Dee-Mack school 

district, and is off to a great start this school year. 

 
B O A R D  M E M B E R S  

2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  
 

P R E S I D E N T :  R O N  H A W K I N S  
V .  P R E S I D E N T :  T A M M Y  H I N T Z  
S E C R E T A R Y :  D A W N  T Y L E R  
M E M B E R :  C I N D Y  T J A R K S  
M E M B E R :  J I M  C O N K L I N  
M E M B E R :  L E I G H  J O H N S O N  
M E M B E R :  K I M  W A T S O N  
 

B O A R D  M E E T I N G  D A T E S  
N O V E M B E R  2 4 T H  
D E C E M B E R  2 2 N D   

J A N U A R Y  2 6 T H  
F E B R U A R Y  2 3 R D   

M A R C H  2 3 R D   
A P R I L  2 7 T H   

M A Y  2 5 T H  
J U N E  2 2 N D   

 

 

ñNo man can al-

ways be right. So 

the struggle is to 

do one's best, to 

keep the brain and 

conscience clear, 

never be swayed by 

unworthy motives 

or inconsequential 

reasons, but to 

strive to unearth 

the basic factors 

involved, then do 

one's duty.òð 

 Dwight Eisen-

hower. 



     South Pekin Grade School has begun 

year three of a three year grant to in-

corporate Social Emotional Learning and 

Mental Health Supports and Awareness 

in the school setting.  Last year I re-

ported about the Second Step curricu-

lum that the district utilizes for Social 

Emotional learning.   This year the dis-

trict will continue its use of Second 

Step, and it will provide the following 

mental health supports: 

Skill-Builders groups with Counsel-

ing and Family Services 

Mental Health Awareness Week 

Peer Mediation 

Crisis Counseling 

School Social Worker Availability 

 

    Below are listed some tips for parents 

to support the social and emotional growth 

of their students at home: 

 

The earlier emotional education begins, 

the better. Being attentive to the social and 

emotional needs of your infants, toddlers, 

and young children is a great way to start 

them off and will make the transition to 

adolescence easier. 

Be a role model. Providing your child 

with social and emotional competent par-

enting makes it easier for children to emu-

late your pro-social emotional behavior. 

Build a language between you and your 

child which involves talking about feelings; 

describe your feelings out loud; ask how 

your kids feel; teach your child that he can 

have two feelings at the same time. 

Applaud your child's efforts to im-

Page 2  

D I S TR IC T  F I NAN CE  

S E L  &  M E N TA L  H E A L T H  
P A R E N T  T I P S  

by the State of Illinois last year, and the district anticipates 

receiving this year.  Currently the State of Illinois is behind 

$3.5 billion dollars and is taking approximately 70 days to 

pay its bills. 

    The district has received a limited amount of economic 

stimulus dollars, and those funds were geared towards 

special education.  The district has been fortunate to se-

cure some higher yield investments and is approaching 

this year very conservatively.  Next year could potentially be 

worse for the district, as Federal Stimulus funds run out.  

     The Fiscal Year 2010 budget has been finalized and 

approved by the SPGS Board of Education.   This process 

begins in December, when the district approves the tax 

levy.  Over the summer, information begins to trickle in 

about the amount of funding we will receive from State 

and Federal sources.  This information is compiled in 

July, and a tentative budget is then approved and dis-

played for 30 days.  The Board formally adopted the 

budget at the September Board Meeting this year. 

     This yearõs revenue includes money that was not paid 
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Revenue:  Education Building Transportation IMRF Working Cash Tort Totals 

   Local $279,680 $45,260 $18,398 $65,343 $6,385 $18,126 $450,818 

   State $310,259  $152,831 $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $463,090 

   Federal $1,340,942 $41,500 $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $0.00  $1,382,442 

Total Rev.  
2009-2010 

$1,930,881 $86,760 $144,229 $65,343 $6,385 $18,126 $2,296,350 

        

Expenses  
2009-2010 

-$1,848,175 -$86,000 -$96,732 -$65,255 $0.00  -$18,126 -$2,131,709 

Rev. vs. Exp.  $82,706 $760 $47,497 $88 $6,385 $0.00 $137,436 

prove his/her social emotional skills. 

Look for teachable moments that 

occur naturally in your day-to-day life, 

moments that enable you to discuss 

moods, conflict resolution or managing 

feelings with your child. 

Be aware that you can teach emo-

tional competency through personal 

stories, current events, discussions of 

movies or web sites. Recognize and talk 

about pro-social and unintelligent social 

and emotional behaviors from these 

media. 

Keep a journal which will help you 

to become more reflective about your 

emotional self and encourage your chil-

dren to do the same. 



Tornado Times  

 What is ñResponse to Interven-
tionò or RTI? 

RTI is a federal and state initiative 
intended to meet a wide range of 
individual student needs through 
general education services.  South 
Pekinôs general classroom teachers 
and other personnel (additional 
classroom teachers and educational 
specialists) can provide supportive 
services to help meet the needs of 
individual students.  The goal of RTI 
is to provide students with the help 
they need to be successful as early 
as possible in their school career. 

 
How does RTI work?  

When a child begins to have some 
area of concern affecting his/her 
school progress the teacher will 
create an intervention plan de-
signed to improve the studentôs 
performance. If the child continues 
to have difficulty, the teacher will 
meet with a team* of other staff 
members to discuss the childôs 
needs, consider other interventions, 
and outline a method to carefully 
monitor the childôs progress.  The 
childôs progress is measured over 
time. If he/she makes acceptable 

progress the interventions may be dis-
continued (if sufficient progress is 
made) or continued (if the team feels 
the interventions are needed to help 
the student succeed). If the child con-
tinues to struggle then more intensive 
interventions may be tried. 
 

What is the role of the Parent in 
RTI? 

 
     Parents have an important role 
throughout the RTI process. Teachers 
will communicate concerns regarding 
their student and invite parent partici-
pation in telephone conversations and/
or team meetings regarding their child. 
Parents provide insight into a childôs 
learning and development to under-
stand the problem and why it occurs, 
plan and implement an intervention 
plan, and measure and evaluate the 
planôs effectiveness.  Parents should 
contact their childôs teacher with any 
concerns regarding academics or be-
havior.   
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RE S PON SE  TO  INT ERV E NT I ON  

     South Pekin Grade School was very fortunate 
to be awarded a Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grant 
from the Illinois State Board of Education (the 
funding for this grant comes from the federal main 
grant).  Every day the students of South Pekin 
Grade School will be provided with a morning 
snack through this grant program.  So far students 
have experienced strawberries, oranges, ba-
nanas, pineapple, grapefruit, kiwis, mangoes, rad-
ishes, celery, carrots, and many other fruits and 
veggies.  The program has the following goals: 

Create Healthier School Environment 

Expand Variety of Fruits and Vegetables 

Increase Studentsô Fruit and Vegetable Con-

sumption 

Make a Difference in Childrenôs Diets 

Here are some pictures of our students so far this 

yearé.. 

SPG S  AWARD ED   
FR ES H  FRUI T  AND  V EG E TAB L ES  G R AN T  



206 W. Main St., Box 430 

South Pekin, IL 61564 

South Pekin Grade School District #137 

 

     An indicator of the success of our 
school district is known as Adequate 
Yearly Progress.  The Federal gov-
ernment expects that all school dis-
tricts will show test score increases 
each year with the goal of having all 
students Meet or Exceed on the State 
tests.   

     Our district made Adequate Yearly 
Progress again.  In fact, our test 
scores in Mathematics were up 1% 
greater than last yearôs scores, and 
for Reading they were up more than 
7%.  Great things are happening in 
this school district, and you and your 
students should be proud of their 
achievements! 

      Letôs keep it going and have an-
other great school year! 

S O U T H  P E K I N  
M AK E S  AY P  

Phone: 309-348-3695 

Fax: 309-348-3162 

Email: abrooks@spgs.net 

Partners in Education 

We Are On The Web! 

www.spgs.net  

Postal Patron  

 

F R E E  T U T O R I N G ? ?  

     South Pekin is very happy to be able 
to offer FREE tutoring to its students 
again this school year.  Through the Teen 
Reach Grant from the Tazewell County 
Health Department, SPGS has tutoring 
from 3:00ð4:00  P.M. each afternoon.   
     An SPGS teacher is hired to provide 
tutoring Monday-Friday to students as 
they work through their homework assign-
ments.  Your student may be referred by 
their classroom teacher, or you may sign 
them up at any point in time. 
     In the past we have an average of 15 
students attending this program, but we 
would like to see many, many more take 
advantage of this wonderful opportunity.  
There are many districts that would love 
to be able to offer services like this to 
their students, but finances are not there 
for them to utilize.  This is an excellent 
way for your student to get the extra as-
sistance they may need. 
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